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NCAA Initial-Eligibility Process

An NCAA school recruits students by placing them on its institutional request list, 
which begins a request for certification from the NCAA Eligibility Center.

This chart presents a general overview to help students and their families better understand the 
components of the initial-eligibility process. 

NOT CLEARED
NCAA cannot use high school’s 

core courses and proof  
of graduation.

CLEARED
NCAA can use high school’s 
approved core courses and 

proof of graduation.

EXTENDED EVALUATION
NCAA may require additional academic 
information for core courses. Proof of 

graduation can be used.

DECISION
Eligibility Center provides decision on 

high schools and courses.*

Eligibility Center reviews the information submitted by the high school.

If the Eligibility Center has not reviewed the student’s high school or courses, 
the high school provides information.

DI 
NONQUALIFIER

Student may not practice, 
compete or receive 

athletics aid in first year.

DI AND DII QUALIFIER
Student may practice, 
compete and receive 

athletics aid in first year.

DII PARTIAL 
QUALIFIER

Student may practice 
and receive athletics aid 

in first year.

DI ACADEMIC 
REDSHIRT

Student may practice (in 
the first academic term) 
and receive athletics aid 

in first year.

Review of student’s 
academic credentials.

DECISION
Eligibility Center certifies a 

student’s academic eligibility with 
one of the following statuses: 

College Student-Athlete

*The Eligibility Center also certifies student-athletes’ amateurism statuses. Click here to learn more. 
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https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2221/What-is-an-institutional-request-list-IRL?query=IRL
https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2016/4/22/initial-eligibility-status-terms.aspx
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2219/What-is-amateurism?query=amateur



